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ECM1 expression in human skin is regulated 
by age and UV-exposure
The extracellular matrix protein 1 (ECM1) is expressed in 
human skin and plays an important role in skin adhesion, 
epidermal differentiation, scarring, angiogenesis, and base-
ment membrane integrity. Sander et al. hypothesized that 
ECM1 expression is regulated by age- and UV-depend-
ent mechanisms. ECM1 expression was investigated in skin 
biopsies of intrinsically aged, photoaged, and acutely UV-
exposed subjects by immunohistochemistry. The study dem-
onstrated an age-dependent decrease of ECM1 in human skin 
and an increase upon acute and chronic UV-exposure. These 
data suggest that ECM1 is involved in intrinsic skin ageing 
and cutaneous stress responses to acute and chronic UV-
exposure. (Br J Dermatol 154:218–24, 2006)
Transfection of CD40 in a human oral 
squamous cell carcinoma keratinocyte 
line upregulates immune potency and 
costimulatory molecules
Expression of CD40 by oral keratinocytes is necessary for 
optimal induction of allogeneic T lymphocytes, possibly 
because it facilitates upregulation of other membrane-bound 
costimulatory molecules. This may be significant in inflam-
matory and neoplastic oral mucosal disease in the following 
scenario in vivo: an antigenic challenge to the oral epithe-
lium is met by local Langerhans cells and T lymphocytes, 
cytokines are released, and keratinocytes upregulate class II 
molecules of the Major Histocompatibility Complex (MHC), 
CD40, CD80, CD86, and ICAM-1. This in turn attracts more 
"professional" antigen-presenting cells to the locality, or 
affects the migratory capacity of a potentially malignant kera-
tinocyte. (Br J Dermatol 154:231–8, 2006)
Psoriasis and allergic diseases in Swedish 
conscripts
The prevalence of psoriasis was stable in Swedish con-
scripts during three decades in contrast to the rapid increase 
observed in allergic disorders. A strong and inverse associa-
tion was observed between psoriasis and eczema in all birth 
cohorts. An inverse association between psoriasis and aller-
gic inhalant disorders in individual conscripts appeared over 
time. A reduced risk of allergic rhinitis was demonstrated in 
conscripts with psoriasis but only in the most recent birth 
cohorts, even though quite small differences would also have 
been detected in the previous birth cohorts, due to the very 
large sample size. (Br J Dermatol 154:332–6, 2006)
